PRESS RELEASE

Philadelphia Ganesh Festival 2006 

9 Indian Organizations coming together to celebrate

2nd annual 10-day long Festival at Bharatiya Temple

Montgomeryville, PA:

The Bharatiya Temple of Montgomeryville, PA and 9 Indian organizations in the Philadelphia area will come together to celebrate Philadelphia Ganesh Festival 2006 – America’s First Public Ganesh Festival, a 10/11 day long event from August 27, 2006 - September 6, 2006 on the occasion of Ganesh Chaturthi, which marks the birth of Lord Ganesh. Lord Ganesha, the Hindu God of Auspicious Beginnings and Wisdom, is revered throughout the Hindu world as the lovable God worshipped at the inception of any undertaking.  His Festival is celebrated with great fanfare every year by millions of people in India.  This is the time for people to make fresh spiritual resolves and pray to Lord Ganesha for inner spiritual strength. 

This festival is being planned on a grand scale for the second time in the Philadelphia area and it demonstrates a celebration of faith and devotion and collective community worship and provides a great opportunity to participate in Indian tradition. 

The first day will be marked by colorful Ganesh parade/Procession at the temple. Children from Sunday schools run by Bharatiya Vidyalaya and Plymouth Balvihar will lead the procession. Professional Indian Dance & Music groups from all over USA and visiting Indian Classical music & dance artists will present a different concert on every evening.  On September 6, 2006, the last day of the festival, the image of Lord Ganesha will be taken in a ceremonial procession, accompanied by chanting, dancing and singing groups, for  immerssion in water – symbolizing a ritual “farewell” to Lord Ganesha as He returns to His heavenly abode.  

When:

August 27th to September 6th, 2006

Time:

Weekdays: 5.30 pm to 10.00 pm



Weekend: 10.00 am to 10.00 pm

Where:
Bharatiya Temple, 1612 County Line Road, Montgomeryville, PA 19936

Ganesh Festival is open to the public and admission is free.

Bharatiya Temple (www.b-temple.org) is a multi-deity Hindu -Jain temple built on a pretty six-acre wooded lot in Montgomeryville, PA. Philadelphia Marathi Mandal, Indo-American Club, Telugu Association and Tamil Association of Greater Delaware Valley, Plymouth Balvihar, Bharatiya Vidyalaya, Bharatiya Cultural Center, Gujarati Samaj are the other organizations participating in this festival.
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