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I On her recent visit to India, Apurva Bhogale got
H: a chance tqQ meet the great historian, Shri. Babasaheb
U Purandare. Here is the interview she conducted to know
W more about Shivaji Maharaj and the work that was done
ﬂ% by Shri. Babasaheb Purandare. She was helped by her
% parents, Pushkar and Neelam Bhogale. Babasaheb
U% helped Apurva by answering many questions in English,
. and some were translated later.

. Apurva: Namaskar! How did you get interested in the
| history of Shivaji Maharaj?

ﬂ° Babasaheb: | come from a family that has a long
ﬂ% lineage and history. My ancestors 13 — 14 generations
ﬂ% ago had acquaintance with Shivaji Maharaj. My
o‘% upbringing in the family, clothes that were used in my
Le, childhood influenced a lot for developing my interest in
. the history of Shivaji Maharaj.

 Apurva: How did you collect information about Shivaji
U Maharaj when it happened over 300 years ago?
ﬂ° Babasaheb: | read old documents from the time of
ﬂ“” Shivaji Maharaj and also collected many things from
ﬂ% that period. Those swords are 300 to 400 years old. That
gun is almost from a period of about 200 years before
= Shivaji. We know their age and also who they belong to,
. fromthe inscriptions on the swords.

| Apurva: What language are these inscriptions in?
[ Babasaheb: They are in Marathi, Sanskrit and Roman
ﬂ° scripts.

Apurva: How come in Roman script?
Babasaheb: Local kings used to purchase swords and
gins from the Portugese and English traders.

Apurva: What is this thing over there in the corner?
Babasaheb: It is called ‘Deepmaal’, a kind of tower of
lamps. They put oil lamps on those brackets and light
them.

Apurva: How would you describe Shivaji Maharaj to
young Kkids, Marathi and others who don’t know
anything about him?

Babasaheb: It is very difficult to tell in a few words.
During those times country was under Mughal rule.
Shivaji Maharaj fought with Shahajahan and Aurangjeb
to win freedom. British came afterwards, but Shivaji
Maharaj had guessed that although they arrived as
merchants, one day they would conquer the country.

He recognized that the British were ambitious people.

Apurva: Did other people listen to Shivaji Maharaj?
Babasaheb: No, that is why British ruled India.

Apurva: Was Shivaji Maharaj’s father a king too?
Babasaheb: No, his dad Shahaji was a nobleman in the
kingdom of Adilshahi.

Apurva: Why did Shivaji Maharaj fight with the
mughals? To get the kingdom?

Babasaheb: Mughals came to conquer the land of
Deccan. So Shivaji Maharaj had to fight with them.

Apurva: To find out all of these things did you go to
different forts?

Babasaheb: Yes, but I also went to villages near the
forts where descendents of Shivaji Maharaj’s noblemen
stay.

Apurva: What forts did you find most information from?
Babasaheb: Almost all forts have history associated with
them.

Apurva: What traits or qualities should today’s
generation learn or adapt from Shivaji Maharaj?
Babasaheb: Ambition, efficiency, discipline. He was
just a son of a nobleman, but he became a king.

Apurva: Thanks for all the information.

- Apurva Bhogale
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. My Impressions of America a

America, | was told, was a land of milk & honey, milk & honey, milk & honey
When landed here, | found it was all money, money and money

Everyone was racing against time
i But each one had enough leisure to spend his/her last dime P

b Plastic money Al-round was in plenty J
Not one was short of credit in twenty

The huge Malls were stuffed with mind-boggling variety of goods
But often consumers for discount in long queues stood

o o

‘ Justice, liberty, equality of opportunity were guaranteed in the constitution bl
% Many immigrants from foreign lands poured in as they faced destitution P
| As if these feats on earth were not sufficient a boon H
}OL They put a man through a rocket on the Moon H
| J
I Republicans & Demaocrats both vied for the white house cake H
W The winner depended on who had a stronger Business handshake H

i
i3 The skyscrapers of NewYork, Chicago & Los Angeles challenged the skies “
U% Yet the lush green gardens, lakes, rivers & mountains gave the countryside a vision of paradise. A

)
Niagara & Grand Canyon were wondrous gifts of God H
But man-made Vegas, Disneyland, & Hollywood were also worth a visitor's trod J
]
]

;
|
J

X

Terrorism had recently been a big menace to fight
Long queues for security checks everywhere were a common site

i
Baseball, basketball & football were special American games :‘
Which attracted sporting talents from young lads & dames ‘\

J
Imposing statue of Liberty in the Atlantic sea was a symbol of freedom of America
Inviting all cultures of the world to come and mingle in a mosaic of Exotica

|
]
]
]
|
- Arvind G. Nadkarni H

;
|
J

X

America was thus a land of great splendors like the colors of a rainbow, grown over it's brief history
It's continued position as as the World's topmost nation was yet for me an unsolved mystery

o
°o‘
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h Diwali “
I R !
. UHET H AT, T THA AT Diwali the festival of lights ]
[ SR S S S J
W ? SN 3@ which brings you a smile bright, H
I ]
® Houses decorated and &
L R e 3o AT ]
o TEATT ATAT U 5T fHesredt Fireworks celebrated, B
U% . Kids have fun ”
. EA-gdA AT TWAT, U7 S AT ATSTedy J
| e A A e e e Grown ups have a ton, ]
| ’ |
| Beautiful dresses Pink, Red and Orange ]
. TR Bt %S ferett 2 ]
\ Diyas and Candles for a change. \
© HET EE e, TR AqTT SRt Y J ®
I - Puja Samant, 7 years I
L SO T e AT S A A ey ]
\ . \
© qOIET S SaSe, Rier=AT fgerd Saett &
i Today is Diwali, s
I, J
g% T SR 7 2T Aeedt, fame fa=mee play & enjoy Phuljhadis, U
%% Light your candles,make Rangoli, “
I, )
. T EroTETOR o St Have fun on Diwali ! ]
Il |
\o\% N N oo\o
| FOT 727 ST AT ST o701 =07 AT If you are in America or India, ]
I -
. . , “
g% T T EY T T A A It doesn't matter.... i
| . N ]
W HEA T AITHYA ST AT FATET Sefedt Let’s have fun on this Diwali !!! i
i i
H% . . - Anoushka Parnerkar, 7 years :
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One Log’s Journey

Sometime ago | visited Alaska, the Last
Frontier, aptly represented on an azure background of
its flag by Ursa Major and the North Star. The
towering mountains, fantastic vista of the never-ending
forests and the majesty of the numerous rivers teaming
with life stunningly portrays the awesome beauty of
Alaskan land. The immensity of Alaska overwhelms
you. In addition to its natural beauty, one is also
awestruck by the Alaskan history and by the hardy
folks who explored the vast Alaskan territory while
constantly battling for survival due to its rough terrain
and harsh winters. The Klondike Gold Rush of 1890s
is a poignant testament to what those gritty men and
women were willing to endure for getting that mythical
pot of gold.

As | watched a glacier-fed river flowing past
the Yukon and Whitepass narrow gauge railway, which
runs between Whitehorse in the Canadian Yukon
territory to Skagway, | happened to observe some logs
floating through that fast flowing river. Little did |
realize that, that moment frozen in time would have
such a profound impact on my psyche, which suffered
immeasurably from the sudden demise of my father
soon thereafter.

The majestic Alaskan mountain slopes are full
of verdant forests in which trees grow fast and furious
during the long days of short summers and they gain
their trunk strength during the long, dark and harsh
winters when temperatures can plummet to minus 70s.
A tree growing in this veritable Garden of Eden thinks
that its world is ever-lasting. However, on one fine
summer day, the tree is felled and transformed into a
log that lumberjack sends careening into a river. Thus
begins one log’s unstoppable one-way journey. The log
is not prescient about its earlier tree life that long
relished the summery warmth, and dreaded but
stoically endured the wintry wrath in the company of its
fellow trees.

The log would never know whence it came
from nor could it ever return to the starting point of its
journey. The log’s path is only downstream and it is
relentless. The log knows not why it is in the river or
why it could not just halt in the midstream to look
around. Over time though, the log meets fellow logs,
sometimes even getting cozy with one or more of them
as they traverse their journey. In some places the
boiling rapids in the river speed up the log’s journey,
sometimes in the still waters of the river the log
languorously enjoys the blue skies and the warmth of
the sun-drenched river in the company of fellow
travelers. Invariably though, a lumberjack lumbers
along to break a logjam of the logs by pushing them

o

inexorable

away from each other to ensure the
downward trek. The log pines for and searches in vain
for some of the separated logs it had grown fond of, only
to never see them again. The log that thought that it had
all the time in the world to reminisce about life with its
friends, now only wishes that it should have, could have
or would have said what it wanted to say but didn’t.

In some ways, the relationships are like those
logs in a stream. We think we can forbear the nourishing
and cherishing of our relationships, thoughtlessly
expecting that we can partake time from a bottomless
bottle at any time all the time. However, in reality we
cannot. There were many loving and caring thoughts |
wish | had shared with my father but, out of sheer
laziness, | did not. | thought there would always be
manana, which of course never comes. One should not
wait until June to honor the June honoree. Tell him what
you think of him and what he means to you today,
preferably now. My dad born in the 20" century facing
its first worldwide conflict, passed away in the 21
century facing the same. He was a simple unpretentious
farmer who never wore a watch nor carried a wallet.
His axiom in life was “Lord only helps those who help
themselves”. In a way, he was like any other father who
did good deeds and took care of his family as best as he
could. The memorable words of country and western
singer Alan Jackson put it so aptly — “There are no
statutes carved out of stone for a working class hero.
All that’s left is the love of a woman and children after
he is gone”.

One day the log’s journey terminates as abruptly
as it had started. It gets plucked out of the river, only to
undergo another transformation such as, a utility pole,
furniture or a sheet of paper. The pole, the furniture or
the sheet knows not whence it came from or what the
future portends. That only Lord knows.

- Sudhir Deshmukh
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ﬁ% Oh-Bama h
U% All of you know that Barack Obama made history on November 4™ when he was elected to become the first a

U% African-American president of the United States. But did you know the following fun facts about him?

i 4+ He won a Grammy in 2006 for the audio version of his memoir, Dreams From My Father ]
He was known as “O’Bomber” at high school for his skill at basketball
He collects Spider-Man and Conan the Barbarian comics

His name means “one who is blessed” in Swabhili

He has read every Harry Potter book

He worked in a Baskin-Robbins ice cream shop as a teenager and now can’t stand ice cream o H
He owns a set of red boxing gloves autographed by Muhammad Ali

He kept a pet ape called Tata while in Indonesia

He can bench press an impressive 200Ibs

His desk in his Senate office once belonged to Robert Kennedy

He and Michelle made $4.2 million last year, with much coming from sales of his books

He took Michelle to see the Spike Lee film ‘Do The Right Thing’ on their first date

He uses an Apple Mac laptop
He drives a Ford Escape Hybrid, having ditched his gas-guzzling Chrysler 300 ]
He wears $1,500 Hart Schaffner Marx suits :
He owns four identical pairs of black size 11 shoes

He has his hair cut once a week by his Chicago barber, Zariff, who charges $21
His favorite fictional television programs are Mash and The Wire

He plans to install a basketball court in the White House grounds

He says his worst habit is constantly checking his BlackBerry -

He doesn’t drink coffee and rarely drinks alcohol. His specialty as a cook is chili “

- + + = & & + = & & + + + & & + + = + + +

He applied to appear in a black pin-up calendar while at Harvard but was rejected by the all-female )
committee

e

His favorite music includes Miles Davis, Bob Dylan, Bach and The Fugees

4+ His favorite films are Casablanca and One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest

+ His astrological sign is Leo (Birthdate: August 4, 1961) ;

S
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